CHAPTER VII.
southern calcutta.
ouk ramble through south-western Calcutta will com-
mence at the corner near the Hastings Bridge. We here
cross over tolly's nullah.*
"Our readers may deem it incredible, but we have a firm conviction that
the Ganges itself which now flows by Bishop's College, once took its course
on the site of Tolly's Nala. With the natives, to the south of Calcutta, Tolly-
gunj is a sacred place for cremation, and so is Baripur, where there is now not
a drop of water, because they believe the stream of the Ganges rolled here
once: the traveller never sees any funeral pyres smoking near the Hughi,
south of Calcutta, as the natives have a notion that this is KJiata Ganga, or a
modern channel—the ancient channel, and not merely the water, is accounted
sacred by them. Geological observations confirm this. In the borings made-
at Kidderpur in 1822, it was found, there were no vegetable remains or trees,
hence there must have been a river or large body of water here.*' The Revd.
J. Long in the Oakutta Review, Vol. XVIII, p. 287, Footnote.
In 1775 Captain Tolly was permitted by the Govern-
ment to excavate this ancient silted up river-ted and
open a way into the Sunderbuns. He reimbursed himself
for this toil by a bazar or ganj at the place which
still bears his name—Tollyganj,—and by tofls on crafts
making use of his canal. Tolly, at one time, owned
anH lived in the house which formed the nucleus of
the present palace of the Lieutenant-Governors, and
it was to this house the wounded Sir Philip Francis was-
conveyed after his duel with Warren Eastings.
To the right of *us a hydraulic lifting bridge carries the
Port Commissioners' trains from the Docks on their way
to the Eastern Bengal Railway at Chitpore.f Further
* Frequently called in error the Govindpur Creek,
f The bridge was designed by Mr. w. Duff Bruce and executed by Messrs.
Bum & Co. The main girders rest on four columns of Mirzapore stone built on
brick abutments 27 ft. 6 in. each in length and 12 ft. 9 in. in breadth at the top,
founded on brick cylinders sunk to a depth 9 ft. 6 iu. below low watermark. The

